Merri River School
Newsletter Edition 14 – Friday 22/05/2020
Term 2
Ph: 03 55 611 711
http://www.wboolsds.vic.edu.au
warrnambool.sds@education.vic.gov.au
Reminder:

Looking
forward to
seeing you all
on Tuesday!

Monday 25th May is a Pupil Free Day – therefore there will be no
students onsite or working remotely on this day.
Tuesday 26th May – all students to return to onsite schooling.
WELCOME TO MERRI RIVER SCHOOL
We have now been officially renamed as the Merri River School.

MONDAY 25th MAY
PUPIL FREE DAY

Notification was published in the Victoria Government Gazette
on 14 May 2020, that "Merri River School, formally Warrnambool
Special Developmental School, has been officially renamed."

NO BUSES

This completes a long process that involved not only our school
community but also the wider Warrnambool community as well.

NO REMOTE
LEARNING
TUESDAY 26th MAY
RETURN TO SCHOOL

Dear Parents and Carers,
Thank you for all your support during these past weeks of
remote and flexible learning.

Warrnambool Special Developmental School

Warrnambool Bus Lines
55621866
Christians Bus Company
55629432.
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Following advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government has
advised that schools can begin a staged return to on-site schooling.
In the first stage, students in Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2, senior secondary (Year 11 and 12
VCAL and VCE) students and all students in specialist schools will return to school from
Tuesday 26 May.
Therefore all our students will be returning onsite from Tuesday 26 May. From that day on
remote learning for students who remain at home will cease. This does not apply to
children who need to be absent for health or medical reasons. There may also be families
that feel that their child should still continue with remote learning. For those families, please
contact us so we can make an appropriate plan.
Monday 25th May will be a pupil-free day. This means that on this day no students will be
attending onsite and no remote learning will be taking place.
Merri River School is committed to providing a safe learning and working environment for
our students and staff. We all have a role to play in stopping the spread of COVID-19 in
Victoria.
Background
Merri River School is following the advice from the Department of Education and Training
including, Health and safety advice for return to onsite learning in the context of COVID-19
which can be found on the Department’s Coronavirus (COVID-19) website.
Requirements
Attendance on-site
The Department of Education and Training (DET) advises that:
Perhaps the most important action school communities can take to reduce the risk of
transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19), is to ensure that any unwell staff, children and
young people remain at home.
While the risk of transmission of the virus is very low, staff or students most at risk of severe
illness should individually assess appropriateness for onsite attendance at this time with
support from their medical practitioner.
As the main risk of transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19) in the school environment is
between adults, it is important that visitors to school grounds are limited to those delivering
or supporting essential school services and operations.
This means that at our school:
All unwell staff and students must stay home.
Parents/carers of students with complex medical needs (including those with compromised
immune systems), should seek advice from the student’s medical practitioner to support
decision-making about whether on-site education is suitable, noting that this advice may
change depending on the status of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic in Victoria. This
is in line with the DET Health Care Needs policy.
Visitors to school grounds will be limited to those delivering or supporting essential school
services and operations (e.g. student health and wellbeing services, specialist curriculum
programs, maintenance workers).
Additional staff, including parent volunteers, are discouraged from attending school at this
time.
Warrnambool Special Developmental School
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We ask that any parents/carers wishing to discuss any matters with a staff member to first
use the options of either a phone call, video call or email. If a face-to face meeting is
needed, it must meet the physical distancing requirements of 1.5m between adults.
School assemblies, excursions, camps and other non-essential large gatherings will be
postponed.
Merri River School may conduct assemblies and musical performances using technology
such as zoom.
While the school’s cooking program will re-commence, there will be no canteen until
further notice.
School arrival and departure
DET advises that:
As the main risk of introducing coronavirus (COVID-19) to the school environment is from
adults, close proximity between adult members of the school community should be
avoided, particularly during school drop-off and pick-up.
This means that at our school:
We ask staff and parents/carers to observe physical distancing measures by not
congregating in areas inside or around the school including the school car park.
To minimise interaction of students and adults within the school and at entry points we:
encourage staggered drop off and pick-up times to reduce the number of adults
congregating at the school,
place markers at the school entrance to encourage spacing between adults,
request that parents only enter the school grounds when essential to do so and to contact
the school by phone or email where appropriate instead,
encourage non-contact greetings,
ask that parents/carers not to linger while picking up or dropping off students,
delivery services to be unloaded at the front door.
Hygiene
DET advises that:
Everyone can protect themselves and prevent the spread of coronavirus by continuing
effective hand hygiene.
At our school:
All staff and students will undertake regular hand hygiene, particularly on arrival to school,
before and after eating, after blowing their nose, coughing, sneezing or using the toilet. This
will be directed or supervised by staff where required.
Where soap and water are not readily available, hand sanitiser will be made available.
If possible students can bring their own water bottles to school for use (and refilling). It is
recommended that students do not drink directly from drinking fountains at this time. All of
the containers used at school will be thoroughly washed.
Sharing of food from home is not permitted.
Food cooked in Food for Life under strict protocols may be shared.

Warrnambool Special Developmental School
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Sport and recreation
DET advises that:
In line with community advice, reasonable precautions are still advised to reduce the risk of
coronavirus (COVID-19) transmission in the context of sport and recreation.
Playground equipment can be used. However, students will be directed to practice hand
hygiene before and after use.
Wherever possible, outdoor facilities will be used for physical education and recreational
play. Where indoor facilities are used, we will limit the number of students.
Swimming and aquatic facilities will not be used.
We will encourage non-contact sports at this time. Hand hygiene will be practiced before
and after use of any sporting equipment.
Further information and resources
 DET Coronavirus (COVID-19) website:
o https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/Pages/coronavirus-adviceschools.aspx


DHHS Coronavirus (COVID-19) website:
o https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus



DET Infectious Diseases Policy:
o https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/health/pages/infectio
usdiseases.aspx



DET Health Care Needs Policy
o https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/health/pages/healthc
areneeds.aspx



Talking to your child about COVID-19:
o https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/department/covid19/talking-to-your-child-during-coronavirus.docx



Department of Education and Training COVID-19 Advice Line – 1800 338 663



Department of Health and Human Services Coronavirus hotline – 1800 675 398 (24
hours, 7 days a week)

Once again, I offer my most sincere thanks for all your amazing efforts over the past 6
weeks.
With my best wishes,
Robert

Warrnambool Special Developmental School
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Thomas Clarke received
the Junior Primary award
for doing a great job with
all of his Home Learning
Activities!

Jacob Wylie received the
Senior Primary award for
working hard during remote
learning. He has
demonstrated organisational
skills and completed tasks
independently and to the
best of his ability. He has
used feedback to edit his
work. Well done Jake!

Jordan Turner received the
Junior Primary award for
being a learner and
showing great
commitment to online, athome learning.

Luke Smith-Patterson
received the Junior
Secondary award for his
constant enthusiasm and
giving everything 100%
while learning from
home.

Warrnambool Special Developmental School

Spencer Merrett received
the Senior Primary award
for being a great learner
and trying his best in his
remote learning tasks.

Esther Short received the
Senior Secondary award for
being a learner:
participating in all of our
remote learning activities to
a very high standard.
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Isobel Everall received the
Senior Secondary award for
putting in an enormous
effort with her online
learning. Excellent
dedication.

Malakai Van Bruggen
received the Senior
Secondary award for his
amazing organisation in
preparation for his studies
and outstanding work.

Luke Graesser received
the Sports award for
posting 120 minutes for the
activity challenge.

Happy Birthday to
everyone that
celebrated their
special day over the
past week.

Chester Meade received
the Food For Life award for
engaging so regularly and
enthusiastically with Food
For Life program during
remote learning.

James Hughes
received the Therapy
award for his
fantastic in making
the “Wombat Stew”
video.

Warrnambool Special Developmental School

A very special Happy
Birthday to Oliver
Ferrier who turned 18
on Wednesday.
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Congratulations to all
Senior Primary
students for
engaging in the
challenging task of
remote learning. We
are so proud of the
resilience
demonstrated by our
students. Thank you
to all the parents,
guardians, siblings
and others who
helped our students
with their learning
activities during this
time. We can't wait
to see you all on
Tuesday!
Warrnambool Special Developmental School
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Food for life
Hi everyone, we all hope you are enjoying doing some fun cooking from home!
Keep us updated on Seesaw with all your amazing cooking!
We have loved all your photos and videos of your cooking, keep it up!
From Jane and Sarah.
THIS WEEKS RECIPE OF THE WEEK:

Kid Friendly Coconut Rum Balls!

Ingredients:






250 g plain sweet biscuits,
395 g sweetened condensed milk,
1 cup desiccated coconut,
¼ cup cocoa powder
11/2 cups desiccated coconut for rolling, extra

Method:
1. Crush the biscuits until they resemble fine crumbs using either a food processor,
blender, Thermomix or rolling pin and then place into a large bowl.
2. Stir through the cocoa powder, desiccated coconut and sweetened condensed
milk until well coated.
3. Using your hands, roll heaped teaspoons of the mixture into balls and then roll
through the extra coconut to coat.
4. Store in an airtight container in the fridge for up to 2 weeks or freeze for up to 2
months

Healthy Hygiene Tip of the Week:
If you cough or sneeze, catch it by covering your mouth and nose.
If you have a tissue, use it! Then bin your tissue and wash your hands straight away.
If not, cough or sneeze into your elbow. Use a tissue if you have a runny nose.
Indy from S5 making Chocolate Ripple Cake

Warrnambool Special Developmental School

Sam from P1 Making some Pancakes!
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